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is written with an air of fearless veracity, and with the
spirit of a man who thinks his cause just, and his behaviour
without reproach; nor does- there appear any reason for
doubting that Cheynel spoke and acted as he relates; for
he does not publish an apology, but a challenge, and writes
not so much to obviate calumnies, as to gain from others
that applause which he seems to have bestowed very libe-
rally upon himself, for his behaviour on that occasion.

Since, therefore, this relation is credible, a great part of
it being supported by evidence which cannot be refuted,
Mr. Maizeaux seems very justly, in his Life of Mr. Chilling-
worth, to oppose the common report, that his life was
shortened by the inhumanity of those to whom he was a
prisoner; for Cheynel appears to have preserved, amidst
all his detestation of the opinions which he imputed to
him, a great kindness to his person, and veneration for his
capacity; nor does he appear to have been cruel to him,
otherwise than by that incessant importunity of disputation,
to which he was doubtless incited by a sincere belief of the
danger of his soul, if he should die without renouncing
some of his opinions.

The same kindness which made him desirous to con-
vert him before his death, would incline him to preserve
him from dying before he was converted; and .accordingly
we find, that, when the castle was yielded, he took care to
procure him a commodious lodging; when he was to have
been unseasonably removed, he attempted to shorten his
journey, which he knew would be dangerous; when the
physician was disgusted by Chillingworth's distrust, he
prevailed upon him, as the symptoms grew more dange-
rous, to renew his visits; and when death left no other
act of kindness to be practised, procured him the rites of
burial, which some would have denied him.

Having done thus far justice to the humanity of Chey-
nel, it is proper to inquire, how far he deserves blame.
He appears to have extended none of that kindness to the
opinions of Chillingworth, which he showed to his person;
for he interprets every word in the worst sense, and seems